NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

CAPTAIN FREMONT'S REPORT.

We have here a document of more than six hun-
t of the Explor-

dred ;zgu. containing the “R.

*ing dition to the Rocky Mountains in the
< year 1842, and to Oregon and North California
. ;"ﬂ the yem‘}lﬂﬂ—h ';‘4. by Brevet Captain J. C.
* FreMonr, [} opographical Engineers,”
printed by order of the Senate of the United

States.
If % know ¢ " be rded as a good maxim
in moral andh?n ectualmf)‘llxilnsuphy. then, by a

parity of reason, “ know thy own country,” is an
equally good one in a geographical sense. In this
int of view we regard the report of Captain
REMONT's Exploring Expedition to the Rocky
Mountains, to Oregon, and to North California, as
of much more value to us as American citizens
than the more bulky and showy narratives of ex-
loring expeditions even to the * ends of the earth.”
e have no wish to depreciate the latter. As cit-
zens of the world, and rejoicing in the spread of
information and the increase of knowledge, we hail
the hardy son of toil and travel, and the adventur-
ous navigator of the pathless deep, as benefactors
of their species, let them bring us information from
whatever shore, or concerning whatever branch of
the wide-spread haman family they may. 'But, in
the cirele of social affections and interests, our own
country has higher claims upon us than any other ;
und it is therefore that we feel. as we have stated,
a deeper interest in the publication before us.
Captain Fremoxt has already made two expedi-
tions to the western ion of our continent.
“ 'The first terminated at the Rocky Mountains, and
¢ at the two points of greatest interest in that ridge,
¢ namely, the South Pass and Fremont's Peak ; the
¢ former being the lowest depression of the moun-
* tains, through which the road o Oregon now
* passes ; and the latter the highest elevation, from
¢ the base of which four great rivers take their rise
* and flow in opposite directions towards the rising
¢ and the setting sun. = The second expedition, after
* approaching mountains’ by a different route,
‘ connects with the first expedition at the South
* Pass, and finds the great theatre of its la-
¢ bors West of the Rocky Mountains and between
+ the Oregon river and North California. 'The third
« expedition, now commenecing, will be directed to
* that section of the Rocky Mountains which gives
¢ rise 10 the Arkansas, the Rio Grande del Norte,
¢« and the Rio Colorado of California, and will ex-
¢ tend west and southwest of that section, so as to
‘ examine the country towards the Pacific ocean,
+ ascertain the lines of communication between the
* mountains and the ocean in that latitude, and cem-
* plete the examination of the Great Salt Lake and
* of the interesting region which embosoms it."
Reupect:.ng:be large and valuable map which ac-
companies this report, Captain FremoNt says:
* This map may have a m
¢ pearance to the general eye, but is expected to be
* more valuable 1o science on that account, being
¢ wholly founded upon positive data and actual ob-
¢ servations in the field. Aboutten thousand miles
‘ of actual travelling and traversing in the wilder-
* ness which lies between the frontiers of Missouri
* and the shores of the Pacific, almost every eamp-
‘ing station being the scene of astronomical or
* barometrical observations, furnish the materials
* out of which this map has been constructed. No-
« thing supposititious has been admitied upon it.”
The profile maps * showing the elevations, or the
* rise and fall of the country from the Mississippi
‘1o the Pacific, are perhaps the most exlenged
« work of the kind ever constructed,” exhibiting
“in all about four thousand miles of profile map-
¢ ping, found upon four hundred barometrical posi-
. w.m views sketched and facts noted in the
Captain Frenoxr, in the following extract from
the to his report, with much mo-
“desty of his contributions to”geological and botani-
cal science ; but we have reason to believe that not
only these, but also the astronomieal observations,

r and skeleton apH|

Carson, the guide; snd twenty-one mén, princi-
pally Creole and Canadian voyageurs, who had be-
come familiar with prairie life in the service of the
fur companies in the Indian country. In addition
to these, he was accompanied * by Hexgy Brant,
«son of Col. J. B. Brant, of St. Louis, a young
¢ man of nineteen years of age; and Raxporen. a
* lively boy of twelve, son of the Hon. Thomas H,
¢ Benton, for the development of mind and body
¢ which such an expedition would give.”
On the 18th July, * whilst halting for dinner, after
+ a mareh of about thirteen miles, on the banks of ane
¢ of the many little tributaries to the Kansas, which
¢ look like trenches in the prairie, and are usually well
* timbered,”" Capt. Fremont * rode off some miles to
¢ the left, attracted by the appearance of a cluster of
* huts near the mouth of the Vermillion. It was alarge
¢ but deserted Kansas village, seattered in an open
¢ wood, along the margin of the stream, on a spot
¢ chosen with the customary Indian fondness for
* beauty of scenery.”” We make this short extract
because we are glad to add the testimony of so
good an authority as Capt. Fresont in proof of this
pleasing trait of the Indian character. This love
of nature and of natural things appears 1o be a pre-
dominating feature of Capt. Fremont's character,
and it fitted him in a peculiar manner for his enter-
prise. He had to traverse an immense country,
where the foot of civilized man had as yetseareely
trod, and where the rich stores of Nature, in the
mineral, the vegetable, and the animal world, pre-
sented much that had yet never been looked upon
by the eye of science. How necessary was it,
therefore, that he should possess not only the feel-
ing and taste which prompted to continued observa-
tion of what was around him,but also the judgment
which could estimate, and the science which could
describe, the novelties which he met with. We
think that he ecombined these requisites in a very
rare degree. ‘T'o these qualities he added a perse-
verance which no difficulties could weary, a courage
which no danger could appal, and a hardiness of
frame which excess of toil, deprivation of food and
rest, and exposure of every kind, could not subdue,
On the 20th June, he says:
*¢ Along our route the has been in abundant
but variugk bloom—in m 'bondinlwlgnmh the
eight of purple clusters ; in others- without a flower.
scems o love best the sunny slopes, with a dark soil and south-
ern exposure. Every where the rose is met with, and reminds
us of cultivated gardens and civilization. It is scattered over
the prairies in small bouquets, and, when glittering in the
dews, and waving in the pleasant breeze of the early morning,
is the most beautiful of the prairie lowers. The artemisia,
i or prairie sage, as it is variously called, is increasing
and glitters like silver as the southern breeze turns up
leaves to the sun. All these plants have their insect
variously colored ; taking generally the hue of
on which they live. The artemisia bas its
panying it through every change of elevation
; and, wherever I have seen the asclepias
rosa, 1 have always remarked, too, on the flower a large but-
terfly, so nearly resembling it in color as to be distinguishable
at a little distance only by the motion of its wings.”

On the 22d, when halting at Wyeth’s Creek, he
met with a very uu'expeclelf mark ol civilization,
in the appearance “ of a pack of cards, lying loose
on the grass, marking an encampment of our Ore-
gon emigrants,”

The first meeting with Indians and with baffalo is

noticed in the following very graphic paragraphs :

. ““Atour mi.ngu.mr, (June 28, ) aboutsunset, three figures
hing, which our gl made out to be

of thirteen. About a month since, they had left their people
on the south fork of the river, some three hundred miles to the

boy | other, of blankets, calicoes, guns, powder,

8l u particular place attracted our attention ; and, riding up, we
Mnhﬂddc?:nn' or twenty buffalo hwlllﬂl'llllj ina
ugh butting und goring were bestowed

liberally and without distinetion, yet their efforta were evident- | ;

ly directed against one-—a huge gaunt old bull, m'{hlnn,
while his adversaries were all fat and in good order,

peared very weak, and had already received some

and, while we were logking on, was several times knocked
down and badly hurt, and a very few minutes would have
put an end w him.  Of course we took the side of the weaker
party, and attacked the herd ; but they were so blind with rage
that they fought on, utterly regardless of our

went. By the time they had reached the bottom we had pretty
well dispersed them, and the old ball hobbled off to lie down

somewhere, "

The great beauty, profusion, and variety of the
flowers in the wilderness is often noted. On the
12th July “our road lay down the valley of the
Platte, which resembled a garden in the splendor of
fields of varied flowers, which filled the air with
fragrance. ‘T'he only timber I noticed consisted of
porlnr. birch, cotton-wood, and willow."

Ju the 13th, when in longitude 104 deg. 39 min.
37 sec, and latimde 41 deg, 8 min. 31 ses., and at
an elevation of 5,440 feet above the sea, Caplain
Fremont says :

*“It will be seen, by occasional remarks on the geographical
formation, that the constituents of the soil in lh-:.::iimu are
good, and every day served to strengthen the impression in
my mind, confirmed by subsequent observation, that the bar-
Ten nppearance of the country is due almost entirely to the
extreme dryness of the elimate.”

On the 14th the following curious geological
scene is noticed :

¢ The winds und rains work this formation into u variety of
singular forms. The pass into Goshen's hole is about two miles
wisle, and the hill on the western side imitates, in an extraor-
dinury manner, a massive fortified place, with & remarkable
fullness of detail. The roek is marl and earthy limestune,
white, without the least appentance of vegetation, and much
resembles masomry at a little distance ; and here it sweeps
around a level area two or three hundred yards in diame-
ter, and in the form of a half moon, terminating on eiher ex-
tremity in enormous bastions.  Along the whole lins of the
parapets appear domes and slender minarets, forty or (fty feet
high, giving it every appearance of an old fortified town. On
the waters of White river, where this formation exists n great
extent, it presents nppearances which excite the admintion of
the solitary yoyageur, and form a frequent theme of thiir con-
versution when speaking of the wonders of the auntry.
Sometimes it offers the'perfectly illusive appearnnce of 1 large
city, with numerous streets and magnificent buildings, ymong
which the Canadians never fuil to see their eabarer; and
sometimes it takes the form of a solitary house, with many
large chambers, into which they drive their horses at iight,
and sleepin these naturul defences perfectly secure fron any
attack of prowling savages. Before reaching our canp at
Goshen's hole, in crossing the immense detritus at the fsct of
the Castle rock, we were involved amidst winding pamtg
cut by the waters of the hill; and where, with a brealth
scarcely large enough for the passago of a horse, the walls ise
thirty and forty feet perpendicularly. This formation supyties
the discoloration of the Platte.

On the 15th July the party reached Fort John or
Laramie, a post of the American Fur Compay,
situated near the junction of the Laramie withthe
Platte. Respecting this post Capt. F. says:

““It is handly necessary to say that the object of the wta-
blishment is trade with the u{ghbwing ta'ihl.]:l.m who, inthe
course of the year, generally make two or three visits tothe
fort. In addition to this, traders, with
constantly kept amongst them. i
on the one side, almost entirely of buffalo robes ;

of , and diluted with water before sold. While nen-

tioning this fact, it is but justice to the American Fur Compa-

ny to state, that, throughout the country, I have always foxnd
Sacti i

them strenuously opposed to the i nglhln
liquors. But, in the present state of things, when the coun-
gmdln

and the sketches of the topographical features of
the country, and the barometrical and meteorologi-
cal observations, are regarded as very valuable by
men well versed in the respective sciences, and
most competent 1o judge :

*In the departments of geological and botanical science, I
have net ventured to advance any opinions on my own im-

specimens ﬁ:onw udg h“:r“l)?wu o
my to judgment . Torrey, of
New Jersey, and Dr. Hall, of l%cw York, who have ki{:dly

" 1 able to submit to them.
i Dr. will be furnished in
full hereafler, theie not being time to complete them now.
Tve remarks of Dr. Hall, geological specimens fur-
appendix to the report :

cular, which had not before been discovered in either of the
y much of what we had collected
was lost by accidents of serious import to ourselves, as well
us o our snimals and collections. In the gorges and ridges
of the Sierra Nevada, of the Alta California, we lost fourteen
precipices into chasms
to them, and ove of them load-

;
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ments, have been tested, where they were most import
@ three-fold computation : one by Professor Walker,
ladelphia, whose astronomical reputation is so great ; another
by Mr. Joseph C. Hubbard, 1 i
from Connecticut ; the third

ented, Mr. Charles Preuss had been my assistant in both ex-
peditions ; and 1o his extraordinary skill, supported by the
me he ‘ell in the execution of his duties, | am indebted
or con topographical sketches of the regions
through which we passed, and which were never interrupted
m_fv_lzlmwly of fatigue or privation.
- barometrical and meteorologieal observations were
carefully made with good instruments, and admit of no mate-
rial error beyond the mi Jeviations i

| clouds of dust rose in the air from various

Parti- | of their exhilaration. In place of the quiet monotony of the

hastened to join company.”
* The air was keen the next moming at sunrise, the ther- |
mometer standing st 44°, and it
overcoats comfortable. A few miles brought us into the |
uic!nnfmnbnﬂiio.mminginimwnnnumbeﬂmum‘-

where they had left scarcely a blade of grass standing.
r. Preuss, who was sketching at a little distance in the rear,
had at first noted them as large groves of timber. In the
sight of such a mass of life, the traveller feels a strange emo-
tion of grandeur. We had heard from a distance a dull and
confused murmuring, and, when we came in view of their
dark masses, there was not one among us who did not feel
his heart beat quicker. Tt was the early. part of the day, when
the herds are feeding, and every where they were in motion.
Here and there a huge old bull was rolling in the grass, and
parts of the bands,
each the scene of some obstinate fight. Indians and buffulo
make the poetry and life of the prairie, and our camp was fuli

)

march, relieved only by the cracking of the whip, and an
“ avance done ! enfunt de garce !’ shouts and songs resound-
ed from every part of the line, and our evening camp was al-
ways the commencement of a feast, which terminated only
with our departure on the following morning. At any time of
the night might be seen pieces of the most delicate and choicest
meat roasting en on sticks around the fire, and the
guand were never without pany. With pl t weather
and no enemy to fear, an abundance of the most excellent
meal, and no scarcity of bread or tobaceo, they were enjoying
the oasis of & voyageur's life.”

* As we were riding slowly along this afterncon, (July 4,)
cloudsof dust in the mvines, among the hills to the right, sud-
denly attracted our attention, and in a few minutes eolumn after
column of buffalo came galloping down, making directly to the
river. By the time the leading herds had reached the water
irie was darkened with the dense massex. Imme-
di before-us, when the bands first eame down into the
valley, stretched an unbroken line, the head of which was
lost among the river hills on the opposite side ; and still they
poured down from the ridge on our right.  From hill to hill,
the prairie bottom was certainly not less than two miles wide ;
and, allowing the animals to be ten feet apart and only tenin
u line, there were already eleven thousand in view. Some
ea m-lzrlhn- be formed of their number when they had oe-
cupied the whole plain. In a short time they surrounded us
on every side, extending for several miles in the rear, and for-
ward as far as the eye could reach ; lenving around us, as we
advanced, an open space of only two or three hundred yards.
This movement of the buffalo indicated to us the presence of
Indians on the North fork,

_“’t wung
from Mexico, having no other stock in trade than some kegs of

gallon. The difference between the regular trader and the

(as the Fumhullthiﬁmntw‘pddﬁng

traders, ) with respect to the sale of spirits, is here, as it always
:f"ﬂl:}n' fixed % permanent, and growing out of the nature | hereupon we shook hands with our interpreter and his In-

regular
interest in the preservation of the Indians, and in the regular

trader looks ahesd, and has an

preservation of their arms,

and ¢ thing necessary to their future and perma-

nent success I hunting : the coureur des bois has no perma-
nent interest, and gets what he can, and ‘for what he can,
from every Indian he meets, even at the risk of disabling him

from doing any thing more at hunting.
*“The fort had a very cool and clean appearance. The

and which was floored, and about fifteen feet long, made a
pleasant, shaded seat, through which the breeze swept con-
stantly ; for this country is famous for high wimls.”

The unfavorable information received from the
gentlemen of the fort, respecting the temper and
position of the Indians, led to much consultation
and deliberation :

“It appeared that the country was swarming with scattered
war parties 3 and when I heard, during the day, the various
contradictory and exaggerated rumors which were incessanily
repeated to them, T was not surprised that so much alarm pre-
vailed among my men. Carson, one of the best and most expe-
tienced mountaineers, fully supported the opinion given by
Bridger of the dangerous state of the country, and openly ex-
pressed his conviction that we could not escape without some
sharp encounters with the Indians. In addition to this, he
made his will ; and among the ei which were con-
stantly occurring to incvease their alarm, this was the most
unfortunate ; and 1 found that o number of my party had be-

come so much intimidated that they had requested to be dis- | pende

charged at this place.”

All things, however, being prepared for continuing
the route, on the evening of the 10th, Capt. F. says—

“1 gathered my men around me, and told them that
‘I had determined to proceed the next day. They were
all well armed. lhulmgnpdthonrﬁeun{l{r. Bissonette
s interpreter, and hmd takem, in the circomstances, every
possible means to ensure our safety. In the ramor: we had
heard, | believed there was much exaggeration, and then they
were men accustomed to this kind of life and to the country ;
and that these were the dangers of every day oceurrence, and
to be expected in the ordinary course of their service. They
had heard of the unsettled condition of the country before

4 halted earlier than usual about forty miles from the
junetion, and all hands were soon busily engaged in preparing |
a feast 1o celebrate the day. The kindness of our friends at |
St. Louie had
preserves and rich fruit cake ; and when these were added to
a macearoni soup and variously prepured dishes of the chaicest

operation. i possble fram such buffslo meat, crowned with a cop of coffee, and enjoyed with
*“ The third expedition, now ¢ ing, is undertaken | Proirie ite, we felt, as we sat in barbaric luxury around
wilhmlmﬁqmm‘lhmlhemh;;n:am;‘ms our supper on the graes, a greater sensation of en-

directed to a region %0 interesting in itself, and =0 new 1o
“-mﬁ_ can hardly fail 0 requite the enterprise which ex-

“The report, or narrative, of this extended it
like the maps which illustate i, w:ﬁ' |;lmictlr ::;:‘:dn:lw?:»
what was seen, and 1o what is necessary to dhow the face and
churacter of the country, and to add samething to science
while fulfilling the instructions of the Government, which rhieﬂ")!
contemplated a military topographicnl survey. A grenter de-
gree of popular interest might have been imparted 10 it by -
mitting a greater latitude of detail, but it was deemed best 1o
sdhere to the rigorous character of a report, and to present
nothing, either in the narrative or in the maps, which was not
the result of positive obervation.”

This last pa ph gives a peculiar interest 1o
Captain Fremoxt's narrative, and we wish that our
modern book-makers would, one and all, preseribe to
themselves and be governed by so just and consei-
entions a course of procepding.

Capt. Frewont departed from the trading-house
of Mr. Cypriax Crovreav, which is sitnated near
the mouth of the Kansas river, and about four hun-
dred miles above St Louis, on the 10th of June,

1842, His company consisted of Mr. Craries
Privss, a native of Germany, as his assistant in
the topographical partof the suevey ; L, MaxweLL,

of Kaskaskia, engagfd as a hunter ; CurisToPRER

joyment than the Roman epicure at his perfumed feast.  But,
most of all, it seemed to please our Indian friends, who, in
the unrestrained enjoyment of the moment, demanded to know
if our “medicine days came ofien.” No restraint was exei-
cised at the hospitable board, and, to the great delight of his
elders, our young Indian had made himself extremely drunk.”
““On the 6th we crossed the bed of n considerable stream,
now entirely dry—n bed of sand. In a grove of willows,
near the mouth, were the remains of a considerable fort, con-
structed of tranks of large trees. It wan umy very old,
and had probably been the scene of some encounter
aming the roving tribes.  Tta solitude formed an impressive
contrast to the picture which our imaginations involuntarily
drew of the busy seene  which had been enacted here. The
timber appeared to have heen much more extensive formerly
lh_un now.  There were but few trees, a kind of long-leaved
willowg standing ; and numerous trunks of large trees were
seatternd about on the ground.  In many similar places I had
?*:lmu: to remark an apparent progressive decay in the
imber,

_Itis an important inquiry to what this decay of
timber is owing, and whether it exists generally in
this region 7 Too many accurate observations ean-
not be made, or too many facts recorded, as to its
extent and the accompanying circumstances,

On the 7th July, we find the following aneedote

enrionsly illnstrative of the history and habis of
the buffalo :

““In the course of the afternoon, dust rising among the hills

leaving St. Louis, and therefore could not make it a reason for
breaking their engagements.  Still, T was unwilling 1o take
with me, on a service of some certain danger, men on whom

provided us with a large supply of excellent | [ could not rely ; and as I had understood that there were

amaong them some who were disposed to cowardice, and anxious
to return, they had but 1o come forward at onece, and state
their desire, and they would be discharged with the amount
due to them for the time they had served.” To their honor
be it enid, there was but one among them who had the face to
come forward and avail himself of the permission. T auked
him some few questions, in order to expase him to the ridicale
of the men, nnJ let him go. ‘The day after our departure, he
engaged himself totone of the forts, and set off with o for
the Upper Mﬁ'u:innri. I did not think that the situation of the
country justified me in taking our young companions, Messrs,
Bun‘:‘ ;nd B;t:n‘i;::ahg with wn.y In ease ofornﬂﬁmum, it
would have t, at the least, an act of great impru-
| dence ; and therefore, though feluctantly, T determined to
lenve them.  Randolph had been the life of the eamp, and the
| ! petit on’ was much regretted by the men, to whom his

buoyant spirits had afforded great amusement. They all, how-
ever, agreed in the propriety of leaving him at the fort, be-
cause, ne they said, ho might cost the lives of some of the men
in a fight with the Indians.”

On the 22d July the party had a_« fine view of
the gorge where the Platte issues from the Black-

tain stream into a river of the plains,” Captain F.
thus describes this loeality :
“In the moming, while breakfnst was heing 1

visited this place with my
Entering so far as there was footing for the mules, we dis-
, and, tying our animals, continued nur way on foot,
Like the whole country, the scenery of the river had under-
gone an entire change, nnd was in this plaee the most beauti-
| fal 1 have ever soen. The breadth of the stréam, generally
| tienr that of its valley, was from two to three hundred feet,
I with a swift current, occasionally broken by rapids, and the

hills, ehanging its charaeter abruptly from a moun- | (o0

favorite man, Basil Lajeunesse. | minds,

pines that grew here,
, (cerasus vir
! <)

tmtmnmhg. scenery was of & most striking
jie beauty, which arose from the yi.uumlinu
ubjects, and the vivid contrast of colors. ‘W
h of our approaching descent in the canoe throp
‘nteresting places ; and, in the expectation of being uble
‘hat time to give W them a full examination, did not gow dw,
50 much as might have been desirable upon the geological for-
[nations along the line of the river, where they are developed
with grest clearness. The upper portion of the red drata con-
sists of very compact elay, in which are occasionully ssen imbed-
ded large pebbles, Below wasa stratum of compact red sand-
‘stone, changing a litle above the river into a very hard sili-
| ceous limestone.  There is a small but handsome open prairie
immediutely below I.:i:“rhm, on the left bank of the river,
which would be a locality for a military post. There
| are some open groves of cotton-wood on the Platte. The small
stream which comes in at this place is well timbered with pine,
and good building rock is abundant,

“If it is in contemplation to keep open the cominunications
| with Oregon territory, a show of military foree in this country is
ahsolutely ; and a combination of advantages renders
the neighborhood of Fort Larnmie the most suitable place, onthe
line of the Platte, for the establishment of & military It is
connected with the mouth of the Platte and the Upper Mis-
souri by excellent rosds, which are in frequent use, snd would
not in auy way interfere with the range of the buifalo, on
which the neighboring Indians mainly depend for support. Tt
would render any posts on the Lower Platte unnecessary ; the
ordinary communication between it and the Missouri being
sufficient to coutrol the intermediate Indians, It would ope-
rate effectually to prevent any such coalitions as are now form-
el among the Gros Ventres, Sioux, Cheyennes, and other
Indianegund would keep the Oregon road through the valley
of the Sweet Water and the South Pass of the mountains con-
stantly open. A glance at the map which accompanies this
teport will show that it lies at the foot of u Uroken and moun-
tainous region, along which, by the establishment of small
posts in the neighborhood of St. Vrain's fort, on the south fork
of the Platte, and Bent's fort, on the Arkansas, a line of com-
munication would be formed, by good wagon reads, with our
southern military posts, which would entirely command the
mountain hold some of the most tébublesome tribes in
check, and protect and fucilitate our intercourse with the neigh-
boring ‘Spanish settlements. The valleys of the rivers an
which they would be situated are fertile ; the country, which
supports immense herds of buffalo, is admirably ndapted to
grazing ; and herds of eattle might be maintained by the posts,
or obthined from the Spanish country, which already supplies
a portion of their provisions to the trading posts menfioned
i P
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** With the change in the geological formation on leaving
Fort Laramie, the whole face of the country has entirely al-
tered its ap ce. Fastward of that meridian the prinei-
pal objects which strike the eye of a ller are the ab

of timber, and the immense expanse of prairie, covered with
the verdure of rich grasses, and highly adapted for pasturage.
Wherever they are not distarbed by the vicinity of man, large
herdsof buffulo give animation to this country. Westwand of La-
ramie river the region is sandy, and apparently steril ; and the
place of the grass is usurped by the arfemisia and other odor-
iferous plants, to whose growth the sandy soil and dry air of
this elevated region seem highly favorable.

““Oune of the prominent characteristies in the face of the
country is the extraondinary abuond of the arfemisi
They grow every where—on the hills, and over the river bot-
toms, in tough, twisted, wiry clumps; and, wherever the
beaten track was left, they rendered the progress of the carts
rough and slow. As the country increased in elevation on
our advance to the west, they increased in size ; and the whole
air is strongly impregnated and saturated with the odor of
enmphor and spirits of turpentine which belongs to this plant.
This climate has been found very favorable to the restoration
of health, particularly in cases of consumption ; and possibly
the respiration of air o highly impregnated by aromatic plants
may have some influence.”

The prospects of the party were gloomy enough
on the 28th July, when a very discouraging picture
of the country they were about to explore was given
them by a party; of Indians of the Oglallah band of
Sioux: >
“The grent drought, and the plague of grasshoppers, had
swept it so that scarce a of grass was to be seen, and
there was not a buffalo to be found in the whole region. Their
mﬂa.theyﬁmhuni&,hﬂ been nearly starved to death,
we would find their rond marked by lodges which they
had thrown away in order to move more rapidly, and by the
of the h which they had eaten, or which had
perished by starvation. Such was the before us."”
, ““Icalled up my men, and communi to them fully the
information I had just received. T then expressed to them my

fixed determination to to the end of the enterprise on
which I had been sent ; but, as the situation of the country
guve me some reason to apprehend that it might be attended
with an unfortunate result to some of us, T would leave it op-
tional with them to continue with me or to return.

*“ Among them were some five or six who [ knew would
remain.  We had still ten days’ provisions ; and, should no

liquor, which they sell at the modest price of thirty six dollars | gume be found, when this stock was expended we had our

mtnﬁdﬂnﬂ]m‘dmmhlxmrhm'

horses and mules, which we could eat when other means of
subsistence failed. Bat not a man flinched from the under-
wking. *We'll eat the mules,” said Basil Lajeunesse ; and

lians, and 17
On the 30th, the narrative siates—

““ We saw here numerous herds of mountain sheep, and
‘requently heard the volley of rattling stones which accompa-
aied their rapid descent down the steep hills. This was the
first place at which we had killed any of these animals ; and, in
consequence of this circumstance, and of the abundance of
these sheep or goats, (for they are called by each name,) we

| great entrance, in which I found the gentlemen assembled, | guve to our encampment the name of Goat Island. Their flesh

is much esteemed by the hunters, and has very much the fla-
vor of the Alleghany mountain sheep. I have frequently seen
the horns of this animal three feet long and seventeen in

in circumference at the base, weighing eleven pounds. Bt
two or three of these were killed by our party at this place,
and of these the horns were small. The use of these herns
seema 10 be to protect the animal’s head in pitching down pre-
cipices to avoid pursuing wolves—their only safety being in
places where they cannot be followed. The bones are very
strong and solid, the marrow oceupying but a very small por-
tion of the bone in the leg, about the thickness of a rye straw.
The hair is short, resembling the winter color of our cotnmon
deer, which it nearly approaches in size and appearance.
l’.‘roe?t in the horns, it has no resemblance whatever to the
goat.” The latitude this day was 42° 33 27, longitud

further.”

ble to

.&ugml 7.~The Elpﬂdll-iﬂn lzmped near the
South Pass of the Roeky Mountains,

 About six miles frum our encampment brought us to the
unmmiAl. 'Fh:mlhu!wbe:ﬁw‘mhul.m ‘with all the

intimate knowledge fn':-_ ssed by Carson, wh:'l‘l:l
country his home for seventeen yeurs, we
wue;r,ury closely to find the place at which we had reached
the culminating point. This was between two low hills, ris-
ing on either hand fifty or sixty feet. When T looked
at them, from the foot of the immediate slope on the western
plain, their summits appeared to be about one bundred and
twenty feet nbove. From the impression on my mind at this
time, and subsequently on our return, ‘T should compare the
elevation which we surmounted immediately at the Pass to
the ascent of the Capitol hill from the avenue, at Washington,
It is difficult for me to fix positively the breadth of this pass.
From the broken ground where it conjmences, at the foot of
the Wind river chain, the view Lo the sutheastis over a cham-
paign country, broken, at the distance of wineteen miles, by
the Tuble rock ; which, with the othef isolated hills in its vi-
cinity, seems to stand on a comparstive plin.  This [ judged
to be its termination, the ridge recovering its ragged character
with the Table rock. Tt wlll&: see ‘f:hﬂ it in m; mu;'rdt
sembles the places to which tern is commaonly ap|
nothing of the gorge-like character ayd winding ascents of the
Alleghany p in America : nothing of the Great St. Ber-
nard and Simplon passes in Burope.  Approaching it from
the mouth of the Sweet Water, n sundy plain, one hundred
and twenty miles long, conducts, by a gradusl and regular
ascent, to the summit, sbout seven thousand feet above the
sea ; and the truveller, without being remimled of any change
Ly toilsome ascents, suddenly finds himself on the wat
which flow to the Pacific ocean. By the route we had travel-
led, the distance from Fort Laramie is three hundred and
twenty miles, or nine hundred and fity from the mouth of the
K |

« Cuntinuing our march, we reached, in eight miles from
the Pass, the Little Bandy, one of the tributaries of the Colo-
rado, or Green river of the Gulf’ of California. The weather
hod grown fine during the morning, and we remained here
the rest of the day, to dry our baggage and take some astrono-
mical observations. The stream was ubout forty feet wide,
and two or three deep, with clear water and a full swift cur-
rent, over a sandy bed. It was timbered with o growth of low
bushy and dense willows, among which were little verdant
spots, which gave our animals fine grass, and where I found a
number of interesting plants.  Among the neighboring hills
noticed fragments of granite containing magnetie iron. Lon-
gitude of the enmp was 109° 37/ 597, and latitude 42° 277 34",

*¢ August 10,—The nir at sunrise is clear and pure, and
the morning extremely cold, but beautiful. A lofty snow-peak
of the mountain is glittering in the first rays of the sun, which
has not yet reached us. ‘The leng mountain wall to the east,
rising two thousand feet abruptly from the plain, behind which
we see the peaks, is still dark, and cuts clear aguinst the glow-
ing sky. A fog just risen from the river liea along the base of
the mountain. A little before ise the thermo was at
35°, and at sunrise 33°, Water froze last night, and fires
are very comfortable. The scenery becomes hourly more in-
teresting and grand, and the view here is truly magnificent ;
but, indeed, it needs something to repay the long prairie jour-
ney of a thousand miles, The sun has just shot sbove the
wull and makes a magical change ; the whole valley is glow-
ing and bright, and all the mountain peaks are gleaming hkie
silver. Though these snow mountains are not the Alps, they
have their own character of grandeur and magnificence, and
will doubtless find pens and pencils to do them justice. In
the scene before us we feel how mueh wood improves o view.
The pines on the mountain seemed 1o give it much additional
beauty. I was agreeably disappointed in the character of the
streamns on this side of the ridge. Instead of the creeks,
which description had led me to expect, I find bold broad
streams, with three or four feet water, and a rapid current.
T'he fork on which we are encamped is upwards of a hundred
feet wide, timbered with groves or thickets of the low willow.
We were now approuching the loltiest part of the Wind river
chain ; and T left the valley a few miles from our encampment,
intending to penetrate the mountains as far as possible with the
whole party. 'We were soon involved in very broken ground,
among long ridges covered with fragments of granite. Wind-
ing our way up a lonyg ravine we came unexpectedly in view
of a most Leautiful luke, set like a gem in the mountains.
The sheet of water lay transversely across the direction we
had been pursuing ; and, descending the steep rocky ridge,
where it was necessary to lead our horses, we followed its
banks to the southern extremity. Here a view of the utmost
magnificence and grandeur burst upon our eyes. With noth-
ing between us and their feet 1o lessen the effect of the whole
height, a grand bed of snow-capped mountains rose before us,

ile upon pile, glowing in the bright light of an August day.

mmediately below them lay the lake between two ridges, co-
vered with dark pines, which swept down from the main chain
to the spot where we stood. Here, where the lnke glittered
in the open sunlight, its banks of yellow sand and the light
folinge of aspen groves contrusted well with the gloomy pines.
“Never before,” said Mr. Preuss, *in this country or in Eu-
rope, have | seen such magnificent grand rocks.” I was so
much pleased with the beauty of the place that I determined
to make the main camp here, where our animals would find
good pasturage, and explore the mountains with a small party
of men. Proceeding a little further, we came suddenly upon
the outlet of the lake, where it found its way through a nar-
row passage betwegn low hills. Dark pines, which overhung
the stream, and masses of rock, where the water foamed along,
gave it much romantic beauty. Where we crossed, which
was immediately at the outlet, it is two hundred and fifty feet
wide, and so deep that with difliculty we were able to ford it.
Its bed was sn accumulation of rocks, boulders, and broad
slabs, and large angular fragments, among which the animals
fell repentedly. T'he current was very swift, and the water
cold and of a erystal purity.”

Here we must stop for the Erenem, and defer to
another day the remainder of the extracts which we
purpose making from this.interesting Report,

e e ——
KINDNESS IN BCHOOL-TEACHING.

In a town not thirty miles from Boston, a young lady, who
aimed at the high standard of governing without force, and
had determined to live or die by her faith, went into a school
which was far below the average in point of good order. Such
were the gentleness and sweetness of her manners and inter-
course with her pupils, that, fora few days, there was nothing
but harmony. Soon, however, some of the older pupils began to
fall back into their former habits of inattention and nischief.

107° 13 29",

* August 1.—The hunters went ahead this morning, ns
buffulo appeared tolerably abundant, and [ was desirous to se-
cure a small stock of provisions ; and we moved about seven
miles up the valley, and encamped one mile below Rock Inde-
nee. This is an isolated granite rock, about six hun-
dred and fifty yards long, and fun? in height. Except in a
lopression of the it, where u little soil supports a scanty
growth of shrubs, with a solitary dwarf pine, it is entirely bare.
Every where within six or eight feet of the ground, where the
surface is sufficiently smooth, and in some places sixty or
eighty feet above, the rock is inscribed with the names of tra-
vellers. Many a name famous in the history of this country,
und some well known to science, are to be found mixed g

This relapse she met with tender and earnest remonstrances,
and by un | | manifestation of interest in them. But
it was soon whispered among the transgressors that she would
not punish, and this added at once to their confidence and
their bers.  The obedient were seduced into disobedionce,
and the whole school seemed rapidly resolving into anarchy.
Near the close of one forenoon, when thisstate of things was ap-
proaching a crisis, the teacher suspended the regulur exercises
of the school, and made an appeal, individually, to her insubor-
dinate pupils. But, finding no hope-giving response from
their looks or words, she returned to her seat, and bowed her
head and wept bitterly. When her paroxism of grief had
subsided, she dismissed the school for the moming. After
intermission she returned, resolving on one more effort, but

those of the traders and of travellers for pleasure and curiosity,
and of missionaries among the savages. Some of these have
been washed away by the rain, but the greater number are
still very legible. The position of this rock is in longitude
107° 58/, latitude ©42 29/ 36”."

“We had to-night no -hﬁ fromthe rain, which commenc-
ed, with squalls of wind, about sunset. The country here is
exceedingly picturesque.  On either side of the valley, which
is four or five miles hroad, the mountains rise to the height of
twelve and fifleen hundred or two thousand feet. On the
kouth side the range appears to be timbered, and to-night is
luminous with fires—probably the work of the Indians, who
‘have just passed through the valley. On the north, broken
and granite masses rise abruptly from the greensward of the
[river, terminating in a line of broken summits. Exeeptin the
\crevices of the rock, and here and there on a ledge or bench of
(the mountain, where a few hardy pines have clustered together,
are perfectly bare and destitute of vegetation.
lle and iigen volloys G I o the rier, which

o gos, groen open in upon river,
pa the base of these mountains for ~six miles. Every
+ ite deep verdure and profasion of beaatiful flowers is in
contrast with the steril grandeur of the rock and the
rrenness of the sandy plain, which, from the right bank of
the river, sweeps up to the mountain range that forms its
boundary.  The great evaporation on the sandy soil
this elevated plnin, and the saline efflorescences which
hiten the ground, and shine like lakes reflocting the sun,

ke n soil wholly unfit for cultivation."

| August 3.—Seversl bands of baffalo made thelr appear-
nee to-day, with herds of antelope ; and n grizzly bear—the
nly one we encountered daring the journoy-—wns seen scram-
ing up among the rocks. As we passed over o slight rise
the river, we caught the first view of the Wind river
mountains, appearing, at this distance of about seventy miles,
to be a low and dark mountainous ridge.  The view dissipat-
#d in & moment the pictures which had heen created in our
by many descriptions of travellers, who have compared
these mountains to the Alps in Switzerland, and speak of the
glittering penks which rise in icy majesty amidst the eternal
glaciers nine or ten thousand feet into the region of eternal
mows.  The nakedness of the river was relieved by groves of
willows, where we encamped at night, after n march of twen-
ty-six miles ; and numerous bright-colored flowers had made
the river bottom look gay as a garden. We found here a

anticipating, should that fail, the alternative of abandoning
the school.  She found the pupils all in their seats.  Taking
her own, she paused for a moment to gain strength for her
final appeal. At this junctare of indescribable pain several
of the ringlenders rose from their seats and approached her.
They said to her that they appeared on t of the school,
and particularly on their own, 0 ask pardon for what they
had done, to express their sorrow for the pain they had caused
her, and to promise, in behalf of all, that her wishes should
thereafter be cordially obeyed. Her genuine sorrow had
touched a spot in their hearts which no blows could ever reach,
and from that hour the school went on with a degree of in-
tellectoal improvement never known before ¢ and, like the
sweel aceord of music, when every instrument has been at-
tuned by a master’s hand, no jarring note ever afterwards
arose 1o mar ita perfect harmony, — Horace Mann, of Mass.

AstroNonioat,—The planet Mars is now seen in clear
weather to rise in the southeast at about nine o'clock in the
evening. He is distinguished from the other planets by his
deep red color ; and to the westwvand of him, about fifteen de-
grees, in seen the planet Saturn, which rises about one hour
before him.  Mars in his orbit, when on the same side of the
Bun with the Enrth, approaches to within less than fifty mil-
lions of miles of it, which is nearer than any other planet ex-
copt Venus, whose distance from the Earth is about twenty-
sevon millions of miles. This nenrest approsch of Mars 1o
the Enrth taken place once in a little over two years, st which
time he in of great brilliancy. He will be in this position on
the 21st of the present month, at which time he will rise about

half-past seven o'clock in the evening, and will reach the me- Gainesville, Alabamn,
i idni . L attend and strictly to the and eal-
e W icciton o cintms Alubagun nd Missisnippi
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outh ; and cottages near woods, as well as mos mf:t will ‘;""“"; & o in the i b o
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fricnd, who has requested us, if we-

Texun, and, we should judge from his letter, wn ghue

man.  We shall state some ficts that he
und then take the liberty to add some comments of
T'he letter is written in answer to inquities 0 from one of
Fayette county, ‘Texas. He speaks in u very sensible

country experience when they find that wealth cannot be sc-
znd. ussuddenly us they had imagined ; although he says that,
A Dew o , Texas i the most inf
inviing thet Noah Americ sun frsislo porsons sl -
-:' He thinks that Fayette county, and the county
Mh"hu_nm of climate, purity of wa-
lﬁﬂmaﬂvﬁzﬂmﬂdmm"'ﬂl

Fayeite is un olﬁmm nﬁ cotton m:.;

Flour from $7 to l;: )
scription is high, and it ia difficult ' procgpe
Bervants will hire for $100 or more per year. Texas is the
hest poor man's country in the world, because a lay
of what will sustain s l{mily is procured with
He can grow corn enough to supply all his family with Lreed
and st the same time give his stock all the' attention
ry. The greatest difficulty with a poor man is
family until he can put up comfortuble cabins, fence
fields, and break up his Jand ready for pmhm Pprairie
hnd,lnt::luu:pdmlpofmm,mh- en up some
six months before planting, but it will produce good colton if
immediately after being broken up.
invariably have means or resources to su
least twelve months, as nearly that time will elapse befare they
can reasonably expect to realize s return for lubor bestow-
ed on a new farm. They may in many instances realize a
return sooner, but it should not be too confidently expected.
The best route to this section is via Galveston and H A

We have thus, in | with request, given the most
interesting parts of this letter, and certainly they present an
encouraging prospect so far as the county of Fayette is con-
cerned,  We have no doubt either that it is a ¢endid and
truthful account. And yet we cannot but express eur hope
that none of our citizens will become dissatisfied with their
own condition in contemplating such a picture, We hope
they will stand fast where they are, and we think there ure
ample reasons why they should.

If there is one peculiarity more marked than another in the
American characler, it is an insatiable desire to roam, and an
unquenchable thirst for novelly and change. We live a mi-
gratory life, somewhat after the fashion of the primitive races,
moving from one green spot to another, and looking for a per-
manent resting place only in the grave. ‘T'he home feelings,
with all their tender and elevating associations, are neglected
and fall into decay. The calm and quiet harbor of early days
is deserted for the broad ocean ; one port is attained, and then
abandoned for some more inviting haven ; the whole world is
circomnavigated, and often the udventurous barque, il she is
not swallowed up in some distant sea, returns at last a miser-
able wreek to the peaceful waters from which she commenced
her voyage. ‘T'bere is always some alluring vision of wealth
and distinction to tempt our people from their homes. At this
moment, the oldest and most thickly settled States of the
Union are abundantly sble to sustain a much larger popula-
tion. Even New York, with its teeming millions, ts
strong inducements tothe swarming myriada of the old world.
Even Eastern Virginia, with its worn out lands, as most sa-
tisfactory experiments have proved, can be completely reno-
vated by the hand of industry and art, and rendered eapable of
supporting a greatly increased population. And what shall
we say of Virginia West! Look at it, not half peopled in
comparison with its exhaustless capacities of ministering to the
wants of the human race. Think of its noble mountains, itsrich
and fertile valleys, its pure and gushing streame, its boundless
mineral wealth, Consider the extent und variety of the
agricultural productions which it will yield with a reasonable
degree of labor. * Think of the unrivalled healthfulness of its
climate, (alas, nome but a man dying with the yellow fever
or shaking to pieces with the ague in a new country can fully
appreciate that blessing.) Remember the schools for your
children. What advantage can the unsettled portions of Texas
for their education like those you may enjoy here ?

r your religious privileges. Will not these be
greatly ubridged in & new country ! Certainly, we have no
disposition to dictate to any man, but we would desire those
who contemplate emigrating to view all sides of the subject
before relinquishing their native country. Certainly, every
man has a right, if he chooses, to run the risk of fevers, In-
diaus, &e., but then he ought to recollect that those who
make haste to be rich sometimes fall into o snare, and snares
of ull kinds, we should think, were pretty plenty in Texas.

The respected writer of the communication which we
have quoted says : *“Texas is the best poor man's country in
the world, becanse o large on of what will sustain a
family is procured with very little labor.” The writer, how-
ever, does not intend to make this remark without qualifica-
tion. Unexplained, indeed, the very reason which is ad-
duced in support of the proposition, seems to us to prove the
very reverse, and establishes the conviction in our minds that
Texas is the warsi *“ poor man's country " in thé world. La-
bor of some kind is the fixed lot of man. Itis to
his iness, his virtue, and the full development of the facul-
ties which have boen bestowed upon him by his Maker. There
can be no better country for the poor man, or any other mnan,
than that in which he must earn his bread by the sweat of his
brow. Only let him receive the reward of his lnbor, and that

his
in his

give you
0

of mind, a self-respect, which the idler, whether in wealth or
Q,nvrﬂy, can never know. Who will assert that in Western
irginin a farmer or mecbanic may not, hy habits of regulsr
industry and prudence, and that without exhansting toil, pro-
vide a competency for himself and his household ?  This mis-
chievous idea of living without work has had its influence, we
have no doubt, upon many an emigrant from the old States.
And what is the result ? Soch persons, upon arriving in a
new country, make just as little exertion as will provide them
with means of support, and soon degenerate into inveterate
sloggards. The of poor men, who are either too
proud or too lazy to work, is, we imagine, by no means a
rare one in new countries.  In fact, we believe that individual

and national character will both be more exalted in a
where habitunl labor is necessary to secure a support. (]
might point, in illustration of this fact, to the rocky voil and
sea-bound shores of New England, where a comparative de-
sert has been trapsformed into a garden, and the wilderness
has been made to blossom like the rose.  And of thet region
that it is at present the best poor man's

man unnhle to support his household in comfort, unable 1o
read and write, unable to exercise intelligently the duties of a
free citizen. The reason is, that every individual has been
trained to habits of industry, that his circumstances demand
e
re e improvement of his intellectual powers,
We would, then, urge our people fo sfay where 3
It is true that Western Virginia has been ‘M
land ™ of the Commonweslth—the most fertile and
but most neglected portion of the State, But
Bere o polkice debie £u3 e tpmaveinides
ve her political rights a vements
cessary to her resources. That result
table as the rising of to-morrow’ssun. Nothing on
be more certain. Then remain in your mother State.
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labor is a blessing, and ensures him a health of body, n joy
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country in the world—that you can there scarcely find & poor .

ner of the disappointments which some emigrants from this
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